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Abshocl
This orlicle crilicolty onolyzes wotching movies octivity in Mokossor in l?5Os. tirstly, this poge oimed lo
expose how the people in the city still continued their oclivilies even in lhe middle of chootic siluotion.
How did they decide lo go lo the cinemo wilhoul poying ollention to thot chootic siluotion or lheir
sofety? This poge will olso describe the citizen's enlhusiosm of wotching movies in cinemos. Secondly, this
writing will show thelr respond loword lhe movies production, nolionolond internolionol films. lt is shown
thot lhey eosify occept weslern film rother thon ihe nolionol one. From this situotion, we con conclude
thcl there wos o controdiction. ln lhe one porl, Mokossor people tried 1o refuse lhe coloniolism, in this
cose "the western". in the olher port, the westem movies were being populor in the ploying list in lhe
cinemos. This phenomenon con describe thot wolching weslern movies were the porl of dreoming lhe
fuiure of Mokossor by Mokossor's people. From oll of these circumslonces, it con olso be soid thoi the
yeor of 1950, con be colegorized os 'honeymoon' sloge ofler being free from the occupotion.
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The declorolion of lndependence of lndonesio in lhe 1945 wos lhe imporlonl stoge of lndonesio's
ollerotion- Thot wos not only o mornent lho't lndonesio occepls the ocknow-ledgment os on
independent ond liberoted notion, bul lhot wos olso o momenl lo poy oltenlion lo soiieiy respond
loword lhol moment ond yeors ofler. As o notion wi'th rnony regions wilhin, it is norrnol when lhe
respond of society wos so complex ond von'ous. There were some regionscon integrole immediotety
to lhe copilol, some need tirne lo build o good relolionship, but lhere wos obo sorne which sliil
resisionl, they even rejecled the ideo of inlegrolion. ll could be shown by lhe nnvenent of Negoro
,s,orn Indonesio /NIl {lslomic lndonesio counlry} in some ploces, pRRlpermeslo, ond Republk Moluku
seloion {Republic of Soulh Moluku), ond the developed movements such os Gerokon Aceh
Merdeka (GAM) ond Gerokon Seporotis popuo.
Afler the declorotion of lhe independence of lndonesiq in Jokorto (copi.tol), Negoro lndonesrb
fimurlNlf (lhe Eostern lndonesio Country) wos esloblished in the eoslem lndonesio wilh Mokossor os
the copilol city. After lhot Republk lndonesio SenkoflR/S (Republic of tndonesio Union) wos olso
esioblished os the equol of Republic of lndonesio (Rl).ll is free from Netherlond involvemenl, bul il
wos lhoughl lhol it wos on effort of Nelherlonds to sel e bock lo tndonesio. However, the
involvemenl of dislricl representotives reveoled lhe dynqmics hlgedof vorious communily ond bml
sociely. The socbl ond pollbol dynomic in Mokossor ond eostem region presenled lhe opposition
loword lhe copilol (Jokorlo) ofter lhe dispecol of NIT ond Rls. tn the 1950s, lhe former oi coloniol
ormy (KNIL) still hung oround, ond the fighl belween KNIL ond the cilizen often hoppened on lhe
rood. The fight conlinued to fhe ormed rebellion thot led by Andi Aziz, on expert officer. The revolt
reoched lhe peok when the rebellion with the bigger scole hoppened which were the resislonce of
Kohor Muzokor ond PERMESrA.
ln the sorne lirre, Mokossor continued its modern octivily. All sorls of oclivity wh'tch wos storted since
ot lhe beginning of 2lsl cenlury. such os shops, public focilities, building with modern orchiteclure,
ond oll lhose which eosily found in lhe city. The estoblishrnent ond lhe flowering of urbon culture
wos morked by lhe growing of cinemos in o row with lhe increose of lhe need forwolching movies.
Cinemo become populor in the 1950s, il wos shown by the enlhusiosm of people to come lo the
cinemos. The cinemos were Copilol, Alhombro, City, Empress, Sirene, Tomon Gembiro, etc. These
cinemos decided to pby film in severol iimes in o doy becouse of people enlhusiostic. The movies
were odverlised on lhe locol newspoper severol doys before they were lounched in the cinemos.
These ots in lhe cinemos were oharoys filled. Afterwords, lhere were olwoys be the long queue in
fronl of ihe cinemo. but there were oho sorne who did nol get the lickel.

lnlroduclion

Mokossor And lhe Choos in The1950s

South Sulowesi wos the one of province in lndonesio lhol showed lhe conftict of interest between
lhe dislrict ond the copitol in the post-coloniolism. Vorious polilicol phenomenon hoppened due lo
lhe respond toword the Copilol, it ploced Mokossor os lhe center of the issue. The movemenl such
os NlT, RlS. lhe rebellion of Andi Aziz ond Kohor Muzokor, PERMESIA, ond other which invoke the
situolion choolic ond unsofe in lhe cily. However, il is olso shown thot lhere wos o competilion
between bonds ond criminols to occupy lhe oreo since lhe unsofe siluotion in .the city. The ormy
ond lhe govemorottempl lo build lhe lrusl of socieiy os lhe port of tronquilily, ond with film producer
ond owner of cinemos who could undersiond lhe longing of people for lhe enlerloinments in the
middle of uncomforled situolion-
Moreover, in lhe corner oI the city, people gripped by the feor of murder, rebelfion, kidnopping,
buming, ond vorious forms of otlock ogoinsl lhem (Pedomon Rokyot, 5h September 1953). This

condilion reflecled on 'Todjuk Rentjono' {opinion), Pedomon Rokyol newspoper on 27h.lonuory
1954i

".... srnce fhe declaratton of lndonesio proclomolion, especio,ly Souih Subwesi expenenced
phenomenon fhoi coused oiher people colled ihe province os 'Ihe Chootic Areo'. Other
people cou/d not rnenfion Mokossor ond South Sulowesi without offering quesfions; hove ii
conlrolled? Did you hove ony ofher in cident again? Fiing? Kdnopping? Etc....,'

The choos increosed when Tenloro lslom lndonesio/tll (lndonesio lslomic Army) onnounced the
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decbrolion of Ws ond s€l lhe enfry inlo face of lslqmic tow. This decree wos signed by Kohor
Muzokkor, ond o copy wos senl lo lhe lrnom of lhe hlomic Republic of lndonesio in Jovo. Ihis
decbion wos signed by Kohor Muzokor, lhen lhe corlf,on copy senl lo Republic of lndonesio lslomic
Priesl in Jovo. Oulside the mess by the bonds, people or cedoin groups in lhe sense os pure
criminolity loking chonces in the siluotion. Vorious forms of crirne increosingly bold, lhieves generolly
disrnonlb lhe houses ond loke lhe voluobles, ond even murder (Pedomon Rokyot, l4lh Jonuory
1954). Pickpockeling in public ploces hod become common ond much opened, bul the lheft of
'lhe rnosl prominenl is bicycle lheft ond wollel pickpockeling in crowded ploces, ond olhers.
The legilirnote rulers of the city, bolh the Cily Govemment. ond in porticulor lhe outhority of rrililory
ond rnetropolilon police. tried to portroy themseves os lhe qulhorily wilh the pofcies qnd
operolions. All the oclivilies ol lhe securily oulhodlies confiscoled in on oltempt to restore security.
Uniil 1953, the restorolion of security in lhe cily ol Mokosor under lhe direct hondling ol lhe speciol
unils of lhe Mokosor Mililory Comrnond. Almosl every doy lhe rrililory operolion wos performed in
every comer of lhe city. 'The sweeping' throughoul lhe yeor conducled by milirory. ln sep'lember
I953. Ior exomple, in lhe soulhern porl of Mokossor (Moiso). lhese forces hove onested dozens of
kidnoppers. Bul o few doys oflerlhe obduction occuned ogoin ogoins't lhe Chinese ond lhe Dutch.
ln o voriety of the operolions the mililory nol only monoged lo colch lhe perp€lrolors bul olso
mqnoged lo confiscote weopons. Pickpockeling wos olso very common oround lhe cinemo, ond
severol limes when enlering lhe cily, criminol gongs lhrew o grenode in fronl of the cinerno ond
opened lire oround lhol woy. Around lote I953 ond eorV 1954, wos one of the peoks of tenor in lhe
cily. Once, obouf 50 members of bonds ollock Kompung Kolukuong, ond lired mortors ol Jolon
Mesjid Royo. The oltocks ore often lounched by gong Abdulloh Hoddode. A sizeoble closh
occuned befween locolpeople of Tidung. eqsl of the cily, conducled by lhe Mokossor Mililory Bose
leod by Andi Mollobto. The torce inlensively conducls some operolions in lhe cityunlill lhe bonds
ond lhe gongs relreoted oulside of lhe city such os in Bonlorombq. Bonlotjinde ond Likulue in Gowo.
Since lhe operotions ore intensively conducled in lhe city, lhe gongs' movemen't becomes limiled.
They more freely conduct their dime oulside of lown. As well os o gong known os 'GM' (Guerillo
Muslims) who did lhe choos in lhe islonds oround Mokossor. They come to every horne ond required
to poy o conlribution of Rp 100, by threotening ond inlimidoling inhobitonts. Hence, they gol the
title such os Geloron Bolong Iompo lslond, Polobodi, Bolong tiodi ond Solondu Islond.
Likewise, delenence is ollen done on the rood leoding to lhe city of Mokossor. ln Morch 1954,
delerence otlen hoppens oround KM.l7 oulside Sungguminoso. ln June 1954, o mob of lhe
equivolenl oI one compony blocked lhe molorcode of soldiers while troveling from Tjombo to
Mokossor. ln this crossfire. lwo employees of lhe Deporlrnenl of lnforrnotion Mokossor died, 22
soldieG died, 9 were seriousv iniured ond three were missing, while l0 hordes were kllbd. One of lhe
moior operolions performed were besieging hordes in lhe Lokkong swomp, northeosl of Mokossor
where on eslimoled 300 gongs lo survive, for more lhon 80 hours. The figures for 1955 were nol much
differenl, when the Armed Forces conducted632 operotions, 291 gunfire ond onesled I I 19 member
of gongs. Armed Forces lose 25 people, 94 died, 45 escope from lhe unl't. From lhe hordes lhere
were 1322 died, ond 764 coptured.
A frogment desdiplion obove wos lhe refleclion of politicol dynomics in o big scole which
influenced lhe living ond doiv condilion in the urbon, especiolly in sofety ospecl. Bul lhol hormful
condilion did nol moke people in the city slop coming to cinemos ond enjoyed ihe movies. On lhe
conlrory, they were enlhusioslic of wotching movies ond ignored the criminolily news of Mokossor
in lhel95Os.

Cinemos: Wotching Movies ond Modernity

ln enlertoinmenl ospecl, in this cose lhe oclivilies ol wolching movies in theoters. Mokossor is one
of lhe foremosl. From lhe comporison of dolo ond news reports in severol big cities in lndonesio ln
lhe 195G, il oppeoB lhol news ond inforrnolion oboul lhe film lends lo be more numerous ond
more feslivein Mokossor's newspopers. Newspoperc in Mokossor such os the Pedomon Rokyol,
Morhoen, ond Rokyol Beiuong contoined rnovie news rnore numerous lhon newspopen in o'lher
cilies. Pedornon Rokyol 'vvhich hod only 4 poges, in the losl poges conloin o lot of odvedising of film
shows ond the odverlising hod olmosl o full poge. Besides, every week, there is oh,voys o seclion
colled "Ruongon Film " (Films' room) 'which contoined o summory or review of new movies. Olher
sections were olso more prominenl on lhe finl poge colled 'Dori rumohkekontor' /From House lo
Otfice), never slopped giving criticism on fhe hobil of wotching movies in cinernq in Mokossor. As
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well lhe newspoper ltlorhoen, which ohvoys conloined lilm shows odverlising, ond o few yeors in
lhe 1950s il conloined movb rev'rews olmosl every doy, ond lhere wos olwoys o debole oboul film
business. lntcrrnolion oboul show limes do nol jus'l exisl on poper in lhe some doy, bul for lhe film
the doy ofler, ond olso lwo doys ofter, or for o few doys to corne. lf modemily inlerpreled os on
expedence of odvoncemenl of the spectocle, il couE soy thol rnodernity hod not onty gove birlh
loo new customs ond cullure of wolching lo the cithens, bul olso gove birlh lo new communilies os
oppreciolion lo o big tendency ot wolching movies in Mokossor. Therefore. Ugo Film Mokossor
(Mokosor Movie Leogue) wos estoblished, il orgonked sorne progrors including wolching film
logethe, not in lhe cinerno bul in Ponti PetvhibL.rl8,J/loi Pedemuan Mosyorakot Mokossor
(Mokossor Meeling Holl) ond lhe film [ke "Solon Mexico" ond "So long ol lhe foir". ln ]956 Lembogo
Seni Dromo don Film Royo/LESFIRA (Orgonizolion of Art, Dromo, ond Movie Foir) wos obo
estob[shed, the office wos in Jok]n Besi (iolon Lornodukell,eng no.7-now). The qssociotion hod qbo
ployed qn octive role to orgonize sorne wolching oclivit'res. Thol tirne, when lhere wos o film show,
outside lhe lheolre, such os in Bioakop Sirene or Sompumo on Jolon Gunung Lompo botlong the
porking ond olso lhe streel would be filled by becok (pedicob), so there wos no occess lo lhol
skeel.
Eosed on newspoper, in lhe1950s, cinerno wos lhe one of soloce ploce ond qlso become o
modemity symbol of Mokosssor. There wos no olher soloce ploce which wos eosily occess, rn:sive,
ond cheoper excepl lhe cinemos. Olher ploce lo relox. onv in some sile tourislic such os Pulou Loe-
loe (Loe-loe lslond) which is oc-ross from Ponloi Losori (Losori Beoch), but people should spend o lol
of money lo gel lhere. There were olher plqces in Mokossor, lhol con be used os enlertoinmenl
ploces such os HolelNegoro, BobiPerlemuon Mosyorokol /BPM {Meeling Holl), Pusol Kebudojoon
{Cenler of Cutlure) which locoted in Benteng Ujung Pondong (Uiung Pondong Fod), ond Eoloi Pertip
{Pertip Holl) which locoled on Jolon Klenteng no.76, or sornelirnes in Boloi Projurit, Boloi Wodowon,
Boloi Jojoson bul lhey were so exclusive ond so expensive- The firsl exhibilion hekl in Mokossor wos
Pekon Royo Ekonomi lndonesio (PREI).lt wos on Economic ond Developmenl Exhibition orgonized
by Orde Boru (New Order). lt could olso be on enlertoinrnenl event for Mokossor people becouse
some fomous film stors were lhere in lhe porode to enlertoin the visilors. (Konofi, Susminingsih, &
Fodol, 2015).
ln lhe 1950s, lhere were l5 cinemos which supplied much benefils for lhe locol govemmenl (Wolf-
Powers, 2010). Some of lhe cinemos were nol onty esloblished ofler Declorolion of lndependence,
bul obo before it (Lopworth, 2021). Severol of ihem were fomous enough, for insloncei Copitol,
Alhombro, City, Cothoy. Empress, Sirene, Suhwesi, Shonghoi. Tornon Gembiro, Murni, Nom Seng, Sin
Kong, Asrnoro, Rory, ond Sornpumo (Wong, Song, & Zhong,202l). ln October l95l one of those
cinernos colled Mumiwos owned by Mr. Nullwhich wos officiolv opened in Oclober 1955. Suklwesi

Theotre wqs opened on 8h Oclober 1952 ond chonged the nome on llh Moy 1955 to be Royol

Theolre ond il wos owned by KholBok. On th Morch 1954, ShonghoiTheoire, wos olso opened. Then

Chung Huo Theolre wos officiolly lounched on 20thApril 1956. Sirene wos upgroded before August
1951, ond being f he First-chs cinemo, so lhe insiollolion slide fee chonged inlo Rp 40 in o monlh. ln
November 1954, CothoyTheotre renovoled lhe building ond being lhe highesl building in Mokossor,
wilh fresh oit comforl seol, ond roomy ond beoulifull inlerior design. ln oddilion, 3 cinemos were
legolv opened in Ociober 1956, bul one of lhem which locoted on Jolon Sullon Hosonuddin wos
reiected by the sociely, becouse il wos nol oppropriole oreo for cinemos.
Modemizolion of lheolre focililieswos noi only limiled to lhe repoir ond enhrgerr€nl of lhe building,
bul olso lo equip lheolers wilh the lotesl equipment in order lo compele with olher theoters. ln
November 1956, Cinemo Sompumo rnognified lhe screen lo show films Cinemo Scope. Wide
Screen, ond Vislo Vision. The improvements olso included the drive-unheigh'lened done ond o holf
meler from six meters, the screen which wos sel bock lo I I rneters ond widened to l7 melers, ond
the wolls we recovered by celotex in order lo moke il sound proofed. The competition omong
cinemos oppeored obo in the use of the lotesl iechnology, it wos seen for exomple when
Technicobr lechnology - color film lechnobgy with belter quolily - wos inlroduced. Likewise, when
lhey use 'scope screen technology'-lechnology which could enlorge lhe screen by using high-
pitched lenrs. Then of course lhe films thot being odverlised must include the words technicolor or
cinemo scope, ond il wos becoming o lrend since 1956. A few yeors eorlier in the 1953 Copilol
lheolre hos pioneered lhree-dimensionol melroscopix lechnology thol ihe oudience hod 1o use
speciol gloses.
So populor cinerno in the eyes of the people of Mokossor, so lhoi functioned nol onv os o cinemo
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hofl towolch, bul lhere wereobo othd funclions were porfroyed. fu on exompb, on August S, lg5l
ol Sompumo Theolre heH o generql rneeling of porloi Kedouloton Rokyot/pKR (people s
SovereQnty Porly). Then on 26 November 1951, lhe 6lh onniversory of pKR held ol lhe Empress
Theoler ond olter Lonlo Doeng Posewong speech os choirmon of the porty, lhe cerernony
conlinued wilh the movie'10 November'which wos o gifl lrom lhe Depodmenl of tnformolion
Sulowesi.
Other evenls ore sornetirnes held such os Moutd in Subwesi lheoler {18 November 1952), ond lhe
meeling of ihe Gobungon Perkumpulon Hwo Cioo (joinl Associotion of Hwochioo) in Oclober l5th.
1952. Theolers wefe olso used for holding o fund-roising evenl, os did by the commillee fo.
construction proiecl of Mosiid Royo Mokosor (Greol Mosque of Mokossor). The lheoter ployed the
movie severollirnes, like o film oboul Pokislon ol Sompumo Theolre which oll profils from lhe sole ol
movie lickels wos delivered d?ectv lo the conslruclion of lhe rnosque. The very lorge omounl of
fuMs goined where the conslruclion projecl commillee of Sport Stodium held lhe lundroising evenl
wilh certoin cinernos.
The lheolerwos olso occosionolv used lor performing orts ond cullurolevenls. As il is seen for neorly
lwo weeks in Oclober 1953. The film shows in lhe lheoter Sompumo disconlinued becouse it wos
used for some orl evenis orgonized by Persotuon Tenogo Pduongon who performed 'Hongkong
Coborel' (Chung Hwo Nji SudKoh Bu Ton). For more specific evenls, lhe cinemo ve{y otlen closed
wilh o nol'tce lhot the cinerno used by the rrH'litory lo hou rneeling or enierloinrnenl event. The films
show regulorty coordinoted by the Komondo Militer Kolo (Militory Commond Cily)/Gonison
Mokossor for eoch boltolion ond unils. Such os the film 'The Fighling Seoberes' ond 'The Soinl in New
York ' in JUV l95l for DJ.I. BK 87, os well os tor Bot. 705 ond TT Vll stofkwqrtier members. Abo, the film
'Troder Horn'ond 'ln Old Colifomio'tor sub codres in lhe Molloongin comp, for Bot.703, for CPM
Gonison/Mokosor ol iolonKorebosi, ond for K.K.A.L. JolonLojongNo.220.
The presence ond populority oI lhe cinemo regeneroled new life style ond new modemily spoces.
Mony olher businesses tried to support the new lifeslyle of lhe residenls of Mokossor. Just behind lhe
CopilolTheoter nomev lhe Jolon Udiung Pondong lhen stood Copilol Cof6, o ploce lo spend tirne
for the inhobilonls ol Mokossor, ll wos ditferent from eoling ond drinking stolls lhot exisled previousV.
Then there wos Reslouroni Empress, with the concept of modem dining. After thol lhere wos the
Cothoy Hotel in Jolon Sumbo no. 109, the Empress holel, ond olso Copilol eleclronics slores, elc.
Ihe ottrocliveness oI cinemo busines fhol could golher lhe oudience in lorge number seen os
business opportunities by others ond proved quile successful, for inslonce, lheods which disployed
before or on the sidelines of lhe lilm show. Cinerno screen wos considered os od spoce for lhe best
woy to sole producfs in lhose yeon. Almosl oll lhe lolesl producl iniroduced in o cinerno holl.
Therefore, cinemo lhon become o symbol of rnodemity ond olso ployed o role os on ogent in lhe
exponsion ot olhe{ symbols of rnodemity. One of lhe ogencies lhol creoie o short video thot wos
shown wos Jocob Adverlising Bureou lhot belongs lo Jocob Noenoehiloe which locoled in John
Pottunuong no.20. They did business in rnoking Clich6 (bioscoop slides) (hlerview; Fokhmi Syorif,

Mokossor Augusl 27lh2ol I ). ond hondling film show in rncny iheolen.
The odvertisernents of compony ond politicol porly conslontv become oddilionol spectocle
before screening. lndonesion Communisl Porly is one of lhe porlies which hod the mosl of
odverlisernents. The pleosure of wolching film hod obo spowned o new hobil thot need to get
informolion oboul the film. Therefofe, the besl-selling mogozine 'Film Vorio 'wos publshed by Firmo
Pustoko Kito & Co which locoled on Jolon AliMoloko Mokosor.
The rise of wotching rnovies oclivilies hod coused problems lhol were diflicult to ovoid lhol wos
ticket profileering. Ihis proclice hod been choroclerized by the presence of middlemen who
bought oll tickets till the oudience ron oul of lickets ond speclotors were forced lo buy lickels lo
brokec ot o price much higher lhon lhe normol price. The exislence of ony lhreot lo the perpelrolor
tickel profileering hod never been oble to slop this proctice, becouse lhis profileering hod been
good orgonized ond involved lhose who hod oulhorily. Besides lhe issue of profiteering, there wos
olso the issue of onnexolion, lhe perpelrolors ore lorgely members of lhe Arrned Forces who do not
obey the rules, ond lhey jusl wonl lo wolch wilhout buying licket. tn oddressing the issue of
onnexolion in lhis lheoler, lhe cily govemment issued o lelter regording entertoinrnenl lox in
Sepiember 1955 lo lhe cinemo owners. The letler ruled thol for oll film show o 6.30. the cinerno
should reserve o number of seots for lhe stote opporolus (A.P.. M.B., ond police) ol o speciol price.
Bul in reolity, the lickel ohfr'oys ron oul, rnoybe becouse'those speciol lickels hod been sold to lhe
public. Although in eoch booth lhere mighl be on onnouncernenl oboul penolly for ticket
profiieers, bul lhe proclice slill wenl on. ln 1956 the profileering become more frequenl, the
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oudience connol do onylhing, their greol desire lo
torcing lhem lo buy t'tcket protitee.ing

wolch ond lhe focls lhol tickels were sold oul

Regording the price of the tickel lhol lime wos olrnost the sorne wilh more theqlers in lndonesio.
Ticke, pdces increosed olmosl every yeor. For comporison, ihe price of cinerno lickel in Mokossor in
1953, for first clos wos between Rp2.50 - Rp3.50, for second closs wos between Rp.l.Z5 - Rp-2.35,
ond for third closs wos belween Rp,0.75 - Rp. I .20. h July 1956 lhere wos on increosing tickel prices
ogoin, refers to lhe decision of lhe DPRD {Boord of Represenlolives) of Mokossor cily dole iu[ 6,
1956 no. 69IDPRD which wos signed by lhe Moyor H.M. Jonoh Dg. Mile; Ktos Loge / botcony roiied
Rpl, Fist Closs ride Rp.0,50. Bul in August 1956, the role rose ogoin in line wilh chonges in lhe level
or closs syslem of lhe cinemo. Economicol otlorney decided lhol in occordonce wilh lhe new
reguhlions, the cinemos in lndonesio, including in Mokossor sei oul in four colegodes; nomey closs
B-1, B-ll , A ond C. The price of lhe tickel; Group B - t; Rp.l sel for lower grode, closs ll Rp.t.90. ond
high grode (Loge- bolcony - closs l) Rp.2.70. X % of lhe seots lor clos A Rp.l.5O costs, while the
remoining 80% ore exempl from pricing. Group C: For lower closs Rp.0.77, middle clossRp.l.54 ond
high closs Rp. 2:31. For clos B l, B - ll qnd C, there wos o speciol colculoling percentoge: lower
grode ot leost 70 %, nfddle closs ol leosl 33 %, ond high grode ol leost 50 %. For toxes. the
municipolity will chorge os much os 50 % of eoch clos. Then if the tickel price of Clos &ll wos
increosed ogoin Rp 1.55 of Rp 3.10, lilllhe price wos Rp 4.65. These numbers in occord wilh lhe new
reguhlion hod lo round the numben into Rp. 5, ond lhe sociolond conslruclion tox by municipolily
oboul Rp i, till Rp 6. ln odvonce lor the closs I of cinemo, lhe lickel price wos esloblished Rp 231
ond increosed Rp I .15 to Rp 3.46 which wos rounded lo Rp 3.50 volided in cinernos of Mokossor.
Since the number of cinemo owners in Mokossor increosed, some of lhem formed on orgonizotion
known os GABIMA-Gobungon Bioskop-Bioskop lndonesio {Asociolion oI Mokossor Cinemo). All
lhe problems reloted to cinemo would be hondled by lhis orgonizolion. in 1950 lhe choirmon wos
J. Noenoehiloe. GABIMA membeB were: Asmoro, Copilol, Cily, Empress. Sirene, Pure, Hoppy
Gorden,sin Kong, ond Nom Seng. Some olhe|theolen did nol belong 10 lhis orgonizolion, lhe
prolit of being membeB of lhis orgonizotion wos lhol oll the film schedules in GABIMA members'
lheoire were onnounced in one column togelher. All onnouncements regording one, some, or
lhe whole issue regording cinemos' problem would be published direclty by GABIMA.
The exislence of cinemo hod become on importont industry in lhe poslcoloniol modern world in
Mokossor. ln oddilion to the birlh of lhe orgonizolion GABIMA, cinemo worken formed on
orgonizotion nomed Sorbufis. lt wos this orgonizolion thot hos oh^/oys fight forlhe rights of cinemo
workers. Unlil 1955 there hove been severol slrikes were implemenled. In Augusl 1955, o slrike of
ollcinerno workeE in Mokossor, os o resull oI o long dispule between Sorlgufis ond Gobimo. The
workers demonded lhe welfore rights such os ollowonces lor lheir wife ond children os much os 5
people, bul GABIMA ref use lo gronl lhese demonds. Olher rights demonded by Sorbufis (Huoe. r<nrl

wos overlirne poy, medicolinsurqnce, ond olso, they comploinl oboul their bikewhich were slolen
ond lheir double burden. So influenliol the theoleB in the life ol the city, oltrocled lhe ol'tention
of press ond society. for five doys, lhe news oboul fhe strike in Moy 1955 become heodlines on
newspoper in Mokossor. l't con olso be seen by the heodlines such os "Koio Mokossor tenggelom
dolom kesepion" (Mokosor drowning in loneliness). etc.

Globolizolion: Dreom Aboul l estern

lf globolizolion is simply defined os o process loword inlernolionol integrolion, especiolly in cullurol
ond economic issues, there should be o globol nelwork in the urbon oreos. (Lju,202l).lt could be
soid lhol wofching oclivities in Mokossor become o porl of cullure ond globol production. Film
wos nol only oboul wotching rnovies ond lhe lheotre with oll ils dynomic bul olso obout gove
birth "the hope" lhrough the lenilory ond cullure. ln his speech, Sudiro os o govemor of Soulh
Sulowesisoid lhot he prefened lo be colled "o dreomer" lhon "o leoder", he dreomed oboul fhe
roilwoy from Soulh Sulowesilo Norlh Sulowesi. He refened lo Donny Koye who wos os o dreomer
in film "Woller Milty". Thot film wos so Iomous in Mokossor lhol time. As onolher exomple,
Soekomo's speech in diner porly with Eric Johnslon {President of Americon Film produceR
Asociotion) when he visited Hollwood in 1956.
Americon filrrs were considered hoving o greol role in lhe revolulion occuned in Asio ot present
lime. Holtywood movies show lhrough lhe films thot lhe poor people con find oul whol lhey con
reoch os free notion, so they hove some oppodunity os olher people. Amedcon people helped
lhem lo fighl forthe beller lhings. Revolution would never hoppen wilhoul.lhol.
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obviously, gbborzoflon con nol only be reod ond interpreted wiih o fifile quote obove, since lhe
ebfienh of globofizolion is swely compliccted ond complex. But in on erforl lo expbre globol
relolionship6, ils influence in reolwodd con be pbced side by side wif h focis. The excerpl seemed
lo reinforce thql lhe presence of lhe film hos on impoct on rnony people in lhinking, orguing, even
finding inspirolion. The insighls qnd views influenced by lhe oudience wotched o movi!. ThLre ore
thousonds of movies ploying in cinemos Mokossor in lhe I gsos. The importer film lokes o role ond o
huge odvonloge over il. Mokossor movie oudiences ore very fomilior wilh Americon lilm producers
ond importers lhot hove o monopov posilion ond ore known os ,,The Big Ten',, such os: MGM, 20lh
Cenlury Fox, Poromounl Piclure, R.K.O., Womer Bros, Universol, Columbio, Allied Artbh, frieder Films,
Uniled Artisls, then there is obo Arlhur Ronk. lhe Bdtish films imporle. Almosl oll lhe weslem movies
con be pkf,yed in cinemos Mokossor, ond lhose filrrs ore very populor. One of the very populor films
is "Breoklhrough" which tells lhe story ot their londing in Normond. About the odvenlures of rni[tory
forces ond won wilh rnodem weopons. including 'lhe inlroducl'ron ol lhe weopon norned bozooko.
The lorge numberof peoplewho like lhis film mode Bioskop City extended reguhr pbying time eoch
doy ond odd on exlro hour on Sundoy. The most populor films in lhe eorly l?50s is ,somson ond
De$loh'ond "On the Circus Areno'. ln focl, lhe film'On fhe Circus Areno'wos ployed ol lhe some
lime by 4 cinemos (Bioskop Cily, Empress, Nom Seng ond Shonghoi).. One of ihe few lndonesion
films exist, lhe mosl populor omong lhem is 'Rodrigo de Viflo'. A color film mode in Monilo, sloning
Rd. Mochlor, NeltyHerowoly, Sukorno Rd. Although lhis movie using lndonesion longuoge ond
lndonesion sto6, bul lhe bockground slory wos in Europe. ll lells oboul lhe situotion in the Kingdom
of the Coslilion (Sponish) in the Middb Ages. lt described lhe power of lhe nobiiiv ond inirigues in
lhe powerslruggb. Persori os the film's producers soid f hot lhe reoson why lhey use the bockground
slory is lo fill 'the demond' of oudience who loved weslem movies. Anolher lndonesion film lhot wos
so populor wos lhe winner oI the lndonesion Film Feslivol 1955 "Liwot Djom Molom" ploying ot
BioskopSirene.

fllmr presantrd lo lndon.tlo ond conkolled by Movle Cemor Ag.ncy, lnt 948- 1952
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Most of lhe new films counled significonl, hove been contoined ils synopsis or review on newspoper
one or severol doys before showing. They ore Misteri Srreet, Lodri di Biciclefte {llolion Movie obout
bicycle thief), Men ond Music (the odvenlure of worH moeslro), Andolous,b (lhe slory of on
odventure of o businessrrnn from Alcorozos in Andolouise villoge lo Sou'lh Americo os o
bullcombolonts), Above ond byond (life i,curney of on officer being in chorge of striking down lhe
A-bomb in Hiroshimo). Kofedo, Hunled (lhe odventure of &yeors-old kid homessed by criminol
nornev Letyd), Ihe Golden ldol (lrove ond hisloricol lhings commonded by Bombo), Ihe Diomond
Queen, Renllong donslroi, Gulnoor (Romeo ond Juliel Story ployed with lndion Version), Uty:ses
Mostono, Unchoined (lhe story of prisoner), Eost of Eden (The Romonce rejecled by lhewomon's
folher), Situer Cho,ce (the slory of Chrislion Religion Developmenl), Loveir MonySplendo-Red lh,ng,
Ihe Seo Chose,Pefe Kelly's Blues ( The sfory ot lhe reolity when joz music begon lo oppeor in
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Chicogo), Lond of lfp Phdroog Rebel wifhou, o Co6e, Sodko (the siory ol lhe Russion hero's
slruggb nomedSodko), The Lett Hond of God (the odvenlure ol Arnerbon Fiklt stronded in Chino
coused by oir crofl domoge), the view from Pompey's Heod (lhe odvenlure ol on oulhor lived in
oremole islond), Delective Story. Wes lword lhe Momen, Red Light, Andiuron Nosib, A Guy Nomed
Joe, Fointing the Clouds wilh Sunshine, Toke rne out lo the boll gome, Corrnelo (o story oboul o girl
lollng in love with omoninlheisblofscilioSlroiu,Rodrigode Vlllo, Norlhem Pursuil (lhe ioumey on the
Norlh Pob), My lirne (Love story film with Arnerico bockground). Sunsel Boulevord {the love
escopode of o screen wfiter), The People Agoinst O'horo (lhe Detence of O'horo becouse the
occusolion of killing her empbyer). Lone Slor {Iexos Hero; pros ond cons on the eniry of Texos lo the
Uniled Sloles oround 1845). Don Ricordo Relums, Donger of lhe Conodion Mounled, Till We Meet
Agoin (o joumey from Hongkong lo Son Fronsisco). Thonk Your Lucky Stors, Angeb wilh Dily Foces,
the Prisoner of Zendo, Fort Vengeoce, Relurn of the Corsicon Brolhers, Green lor Donger, No Leove
No Love, Flomengo Rood, Above ond Beyond; Iilonic, Go Wesl, Hovono Rose, Go West, lshnd in
lhe Sky, Monte Corlo Boby, King Richord ond lhe Crusoders. Those qre severol rrovies publishing the
synopsis on o locol newspoper. Thus, os o moller of foct, lhe inlormolion ond knowledge ol West
filns story were nol onv gotlen by wotching of cinerno, bul olso golten from severol newspoper or
mogozine speciolked movie.
Eoch cinerno competes for o syslem or progrom in ollrocting viewers. One of the fomous ond
become o lrend wos o progrom of the film feslivol. The film shows performed during the week, eoch
doy wilh o different movie.This me'lhod wos fin'l performed by ihe Bioskop Copilol, lhe progrom wos
the lnlernolionol Film Feslivolot MGM in Februory 1954. The film shown ore: lvonhoe, He Prisoner of
Zendo. Million Dollor Mennoid, Julius Cqesor, Pvmouth Adven'ture. Above ond Beyond, ond ]he
Merry Widc #.ln Morch 1955, lhe cinerno Copitolreorgonized lndonesion Elm Feslivol'wilh lhe lilm:
Holiftnlor, Hotrmou ljonpa, Dioko,-to di WoHu Molom, tiwol Dr'dm Molom, Iormino, o nd Debu Revolus,...
The progrom wos sponsored by PFNI (Persotuon Perusohoon Film lndonesio) with lhe oim to
inlroduce lndonesion films, lo improve lhe quolity of nolionolfilm'lechnQues ond lo esloblish cullurol
rehlions ond ftiendship omong notions.
Afler thot in Moy 1955, Bioskop Empress ond Bioskop Cily olso hold the film festivol, wilh the lherne -
Poromounl Film Feslivol- wilh lhe show 4 lirnes o doy, ond on exlro on Sundoys. Films shown
different[ eoch doy were: Sobrino, Secrel of lhe lncos, Cosonovo's Big Night, Losl Treosure of lhe
Amozon. Knock on Wood, The Noked Jungle, Living it Up. Some wilh lhe progrom ol Bioskop Copitol
before, there wos no free tickel lo enter cinemo, ond specificolly for lhe show for hours of 6:45 ond
7S0 were sold out when the progrom slorted. AII of lhe films shown were lhe production of
Poromouni Lld. Then Bioskop Sompumo obo held lhe some evenl with lhe nome of Feslivol Film
Sepekon: Presenled by J. Arthur Ronk Rlm Dist. Lld. Seven films shown ore Rorneo ond Julliel (drorno
rornonce creoled in Verono ltoty), The Purple Ploin (lhe slory of Air Force pilols Briloin in Wodd Wor
ll), Doctor in lhe House (the slory of o biller swee'l experience of four medicol sludenls in London) ,

Nino (o worncn struggle for lhe future ol lheir children), T ribly ond Svengoli, Al sword's Point
(swordsmen's bottle), the Seekers (seehng odventure of Mori wild life). The success of lhe Bioskop
City ond Empress before, rnoking lhese two cinemos hod qgoin mode o film festivolwilh lhe lherne
Universol lntemotionol by serving seven movies of lhe week: Mognificenl Obsession, The Glenn Miller
Story, Yellow Mounloin, so this is Poris, Yonkee Posho, Borden River, Creoture from lhe Block Logoon.
Since lhen, the Bioskop Cily ond Empress roulinety mode Annuol Film Feslivol, os in Juty 1956 with
performonces during lhe week wilh lhe movle: Lucy Gollonl, The For Horizons, To Cotch o Thief. Les
Orgueilleux, Escope lo Burmo, Womon of lhe River Three Stripes in The Sun. To otlroct lhe oltenlion
of lhe oudience, the rnoiority of foreign films in its odvertising wos olso given the tille in lndonesion.
The tronslotion of lhe tilb os o movie Gombling House become "Rurnoh_Judi" film The Big Cot into
"Rojo_Huton" I'll Gel By becoming 'Selorno Kou_Mencinloiku", elc.
Somelimes there were performonces of the film sponsored by the governrnent, for exomple, lhe film
Kuniungon Presiden Sukomo ke Ameriko creoted by the Deporlment of lnforrnolion of lhe United
Slotes in colloborolion with_Perusohoon-Film Negoro. Besides lhol, there were olso films
Pekon_Olohrogo Angkolon Perong RRI in Bioskop Shonghoi ond Nom Seng. ln December I g5l, lhe
film lo_November hod been perforrned by lhe Deporlmenl of lnformolion Koioprodjo Mokossor in
Bioskop Mumi ond Bioskop Nom Seng. The shows received greot ottenlion from the employees of
Djowoton _Sosiol, KeuongonP-T. T ., Economie, Kehokirnon ond RRI . The oclivity wos o continuotion
of lhe previous one which hod losled oboul l7 limes ond otlended by oboul 15,000 people
consisling of pedicob driveE, borbers, selbn'slolb, villoge heodmen, police officers, high school
sludenls, ond civil servonts in the city.
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Alrnost oll lhe weslem rnov'€s con be screened ih cinerms Mokossor. Yei lhere is lltle obout lhe
rrbvie I n quesfion, including lhe teosibilily of view of lhe oudience, lhe public, or the censor boord.
The film'Forever AmH is noi ollc,\,ved to be shown by Bodon Sensor Film (Film Censorship Boord) in
lhis city, olthough lhis decision wos prolesled by lhe GABIMA wilh lheir bilers of prolesl to Ponilio
Pusol Pibm Djokorlo regording lhe removol of lhe bon. Another film thol hod not ployed bul i.t gol
prelly strong opposition from vorious porlies in Mokossor is The Mogic Corpel', becouse lhe film is
considered lo conloin o greot insull lo the ldom (Khofifo Ali) ond lornish the sonctity of lslom. Some
Muslim leoders senl o rejeclion letler lor lhis movie in Mokosor to Kernenlerion ppK don Agorno, os
well os lo lhe Choirmon ol the Regionol Film Censor Mokossor. They ore: Abbos DoengMollowo
{-Mosyumi), Abd Roshid Foqih (_Muhommodiyoh), Abd Rochmon Rithy (-Front_Muboltigh _tstom},
ArsyodPono {GPll), Arifuddin H Lpelojor lslom), M. Solim {Ptt). tn response to lhis rejecli:n, the
GABIMA soid ollhough lhe Censor Boord hod ollowed her performonce, bul wilh lhe odvice of lhe
Govemor Sudiro, linolly lhe Eioskop Empress direclors ond GABIMA conceled lhe rnovie releose.
Anolherfilmwos probbmot'rc in Mokossorwos PerliwililrrE' produclion GumIic (GunungMompu Film
Coy) which ore shc /^r'n in o cinerno Copilol, Sompumo, ond Shonghoi. Alihough these films lorgey
filrning in Mokossor ond lhe sunounding oreos, bul lhese films received slrong prolesls from o group
of peopb. The film tolks obout the cuslorns, especiolly on monioge procession in South Subwesi,
with lhe role of romonce beiween DoengRonnu ond DoengNompo deerned nol reflect lhe lrue
volue of ihe cullure ond locol customs. The consequences of lhe refusol estoblished Ponitio
Penenlong Peredoron Pilem Perusok Moroldon Adot Sulowesi Seloton (P5 MASS) led by Fochruddin
Dg. Romo. Sorne of the oclions prolested such os hugging. singing ond kissing in lhe pork.The most
unocceploble opponents of this movie were the scene where lhe porents of o fernole chorocler
who seemed lo sell their doughler. lt is considered unusuol in the monioge of o wornon in South
Sulowesi. The descriplion of the protesls ogoinsi the film wos thot the people were very sensitive qnd
ogqinsl lhe film which discredited lslom, ond obo if lhe film wos deemed inoppropriote occording
io locol cusloms. Yel in conhost lo lhe Weslern movies were octuolly quite vulgor, open, ond even
showed lust lo lhe oudience. Bul it seems it wos nol o problem for lhe public oudience for it is not in
direct contocl wilh lslomic sentirnent or self{oncept os well os locol cusloms. lt is reolv
conlrodictory when we were discursing the consequences of globolizotion.

Conclusion

The publc spoces qnd the life of Mokossor in I950 jusl like on oreno of conleslotion belween the
vodous inierests. Between the oppeoronce of o rnodem city ond o s/mbolof slrong locol, between
o gripping condition becouse of secudty problerns ond lhe enlhusiosm of the people lo the movies
os if lo show lhol insecuri'ty does nol eliminole lhe need lo enjoy the enfertoinrnenl. A city will
conlinue to move, involved in responding lo'the growing devebpmenl odvonces, ond remoin
dynomic in lhe most difficull situotions. Wolching the film is the other side of town modemily quite
cleorly visible ond connot be prevented by simply due to unsofe situotions. Choos could hoppen,
bul lhe otherside of ciiy fite willobo rerrnin olive.5o, lhe ocluol urbon reolity hos mony ospecls lhot
connot be ignored even sornelimes obscured by the more dominont conslruction evenls.
The presence of the cinerno hod becorne one of lhe ollemolive entedoinmenls thol wos otfordo ble
ond possible in this difficull siluoiion. The cinemo induslry wos growing so well for their chonces on
thol occosion. The lheoler hos been looking for woys lo ottrocl mony viewers, both wilh improved
focililies ond quolity cinemo screening of lhe film. ll wos certoin lhot the sense of luxury Americon
filns, which wos olso supported by lhe lolest technology thot hod mode Arnericon filns become
lhe mosl desiroble film lo lhe oudience. Globol relotions cleorty become on impodonl inslrumenl in
this regord. The emerge of lolesl lechnology in lenr6 of cinerno, rules, policies, ond supported
inslilulion in lhis situolion. wos o response lo the progress ond the pressure of globolizolion. ln foct,
lhe filrrs were shown in the f heoler wos the most soloble merchondise oboul the Weslem imoges,
which penelroles lhe tenitoriol boundories ond cullures. The foct thol the technology of
communicotions medio hos nol sophislicoled ot fhot lime, mode film os o product of globolizolion,
which wos bringing logether vorious podies in vorious ports of lhe world. The experience of
modemily wos nol only limited lo the motler of lhe irnoges on lhe rnovie, bul olso reloled to things
lhot were direclly reloled. For exomple, the developrnenl of news oboul the film led lo the
publicotion of speciolized movies rnogozines, lhen lhe exislence ol cofes, restouronts, shops, ond
lhe holel olso coused by the developmenl of cinemos.
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